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The good side of TV




Learning through TV




Television is an important electronic medium among children and teenagers. You must be aware of the positive and negative effects this medium can have on your personal development. As you have learnt in the previous section, too much TV or inadequate programme contents may not be good for you. However, television also has a positive side which we want to present you here.

At the end of this section, you will have:


	watched some excerpts of TV series.




	talked about what you can learn from TV shows.




	written a review of a TV show or a film.




	dubbed an excerpt of a TV show or a film.





Television can be a great teacher of lessons related to history, society, arts, science, nature, social and practical skills, among many others.
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You may think that your favourite TV shows just make you laugh or have a good time, but in one way or another be sure that you can also learn from them about social relationships, moral issues and, also, get some basic cultural knowledge. 

Watch the excerpts of some TV series on the Mashable site and take them as examples of what you can learn while you enjoy yourself. Comment with your teacher and your classmates on the points below:


	What can you learn from these episodes?




	What other TV series do you usually watch? What contents can you learn from them?



Write down notes of the ideas that you all comment in class as this can help you write a review of your favourite TV series.

Your teacher will explain to you the contents on the Kids TV Movies About webpage which presents some reasons why watching TV can be good. 



Think of one of your favourite series and write a review with more details than the ones you have included in your TV guide mission. State what you can learn from watching this series.

In your Weebly site, publish your review in the page entitled 'My writing guide'.

Share your writing on Pinterest with your classmates on a board entitled 'Educational TV' that your teacher will create for the classgroup. Do not forget to accompany your text with an image that illustrates your TV series. 












With your own words




In this section about educational television, do not forget either that television can be a really efficient tool to learn English or any other foreign languages.

With a partner, comment on the questions:


	Where can you find videos, TV films or series in original version with subtitles?




	How often do you usually watch TV programmes in English?




	Do you know about any TV shows from an English-speaking country? Which one/-s?



Watching and listening to soap operas or films in the original version is a great way of getting out of the 'artificial English' taught in your text books. 
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TV series actors reflect the colloquial language used by English native speakers in real life. Also, you can listen to the right intonation and to different accents while watching TV, which will help you improve your communicative competence in English.

Enter the English at home site and read some tips on how you can use TV to learn English. Which tips are new to you?

Listen to Marika talking about TV on the elllo.org site. With a partner, answer the questions below.


	Does she understand everything in Japanese?




	What helps her understand what is happening in a drama?




	What programme types does she find difficult to understand?



There are some educational TV channels which are great to learn English, but do not worry if you do not have a cable or satellite TV at home. From a computer connected to the Internet, you can also access websites where videos on many varied topics or different TV programmes are broadcast. Take the following sites as examples of resources that can help you learn and improve your English.


	LinkEngPark, a site with access to sitcom episodes, news programmes in English.




	ESL-lab Video Clips. Video snapshots created to reinforce listening activities of the same site.




	Multi-media English, a gallery of videos referred to varied topics.




	English tonight site. Cartoons are a really helpful resource for learning English. 




	Simple News page on the TV English Club site. Here you can watch the news and learn about some vocabulary.




	British Council site. Resource bank of online reference for learning English through films and TV programmes.



Listening and comprehending what is happening on a TV series is good for developing your English communicative skills. In the mission you are about to carry out, we go a step further as we want you to create and reproduce your own dialogues. 

Notice the assessment criteria in the 'Rubric for assessing a podcast' that your teacher will use to evaluate your work in this mission.


Please, read carefully  the guidelines.










Feedback


	You and three other classmates have to select an episode of the Extr@ English series and write your own script for each character. You can also choose a five minute excerpt  from a favourite film to do this mission.




	Watch the episode with the audio on.




	Comment with your group members on what you have understood about the story.




	Get ready to write new conversations among the same characters of the same episode excerpt. You can use the Storyboardthat tool to write the script.




	Try to be original and invent new dialogues different from the original ones.




	Agree on the role that each member is going to play. If there are more characters than members in the group, assign more than one role to a member. 




	Practise the dialogues as if you were actors. Mind pronunciation, intonation as well as grammar correction.




	Edit the original episode and switch the volume off. Record your voices as if you were the actors. You can also include subtitles based on your script. The tool clipflair can help you practise dubbing and putting subtitles before you do the final version with an editing video tool (choose the one that best fits you or ask your teacher for advice).




	Your teacher will create a channel on Youtube where all your dubbed new versions of the Extr@English series or of the film excerpts will be published.




	You can embed the link to your episode in the page entitled 'My digital resources' on your Weebly site. Share the link to your video with other people on Pinterest. To do this, take a snapshot of the series and publish it together with the link to your episode.




	Comment on the rest of the groups' episodes or films and their dubbing and vote for the best work.














Learning diary




How is it going? Open again your Learning Diary on your site and write down your reflections on your work progress.
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Create a new post on your blog with the title  'The good side of TV' and answer the following questions:


	What are the most difficult aspects?




	What tool was the most difficult for you to work with?




	What do you think is the most important aspect you have learned?




	Are there any aspects you didn't understand?



Do not forget it would be great if you shared these feelings and thoughts with your classmates. You will have 10 or 15 minutes to complete this part.











Feedback

Please we strongly recommend you reflect and think about the evolution of the project:


	What you are really learning during the project.




	What the difficult aspects are.




	Value how we are working as a group and try to solve the problems we have had until now.




	Please, clarify everything you did not understand.
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News report




The latest news




A lot of people like watching news programmes on TV to get informed. The news stories presented can be related to economics, politics, sport, society or culture, among other topics. Both, presenters and reporters tell the audience about them following the principle of the 5 Ws.

At the end of this section, you will have:


	Listened and watched a news report.




	Learnt and revised question words.




	Revised and practised the Past simple and the Present Perfect tenses.




	Created a news report.



Channels broadcast news programmes at prime time, but remember that you can also watch the news on specific websites at any time. 
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Enter the newsinlevels site to read and listen to a news story. Comment with a partner how much you have understood. Then, answer with short phrases to the following questions about the news story.


	What happens?




	Where does it happen?




	How long is it?



These questions contain question words that help you check you understand the most important information presented in a news story. Open the Question Word infographic and revise more particles. With a partner, invent and add new information on the news story by answering the questions below.


	When does it happen?




	Who does it?



Go round the class and ask your classmates what information they have added to the original news. Is it similar to yours and your partner's?

Let us go a bit further and change all the verbs in the news story into the Past Simple tense. Enter the ef.com site and refresh your knwoledge about this tense. Remember to include in your news correct Past - time expressions.

With your classmate, change the news' headline into a different one. Use the Present Perfect in your headline. Enter the E-books site and get some ideas.

As further practice, we suggest that you change the tenses in the same news story into the Present Perfect tense. Enter the Perfect English Grammar website and learn about the use and form of this compound tense.












Your news story




The mission you are about to start will allow you to create your own news story. In this mission, you will have the chance to develop, write and broadcast a news story that happened in the last few weeks or a long time ago. 
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Here, you are going to work individually first and then with three other classmates. 

Your teacher will assess your written news story taking into account the criteria included in the 'Rubric for assessing an informative text'. Read the criteria in the 'Rubric for assessing a video in the classroom' that your teacher will consider to evaluate your team work. 



We suggest that you follow the instructions to do the mission accurately.













Feedback


	Remember that a news story gives important information about a recent event. The first step that you are going to take is to choose a news event that you think is important for others to know about.




	Search for an important news event that has happened at your school or invent one to be more original.




	Before writing your news story, get organized and plan your text with the help of the News Story Organizer document. Remember to keep your story simple and concise. Add a headline and use the Present Perfect and Past simple to develop the news story.




	Hand or send your teacher the text for correction.




	Your teacher will create a board on Pinterest entitled 'The Hottest News' where you can publish your text accompanying it with an image. Copy the text link and paste it in the page entitled 'My writing guide' of your Weebly site.




	Get together in groups of four students and choose one of the four news stories on which you are going to base your report.




	Watch the BBC News video to have an example on how to write and film your own news report.




	In your report, include some interviews of  the people who got involved in that news story. In your group, each member will have to play a different role when filming the report. You can use the online tool Storyboardthat to prepare the draft of your video considering the texts, images, the people participating and the places where you will film your report.




	Together with your classmates, you are going to create and edit a video which will be part of the magazine programme that you will face in the great final challenge.




	Try to attract the audience with relevant information about the event.




	In order to create and edit your video, you can use the Wevideo tool or a similar tool.




	Share the video with the rest of your classmates on Pinterest.




	Your teacher will publish your video on an educational channel so that you can embed it in your Weebly site, on the page entitled 'My digital resources' .














Learning Diary




We hope you finished your mission successfully. Reflect on how you performed it and write down your reflections and thoughts about your learning process in your Learning Diary. This will help you become aware of what you have achieved or what you need to reinforce.
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Create a new post on your blog with the title  'News Report' and answer the following questions:


	What are the most difficult aspects?




	What tool was the most difficult for you to work with?




	What do you think is the most important aspect you have learned?




	Are there any aspects you didn't understand?



Do not forget it would be great if you shared these feelings and thoughts with your classmates. You will have 10 or 15 minutes to complete this part.











Feedback

Please, we strongly recommend you reflect and think about the evolution of the project:


	What you are really learning during the project.




	What the difficult aspects are.




	Value how we are working as a group and try to solve the problems we have had until now.




	Please, clarify everything you did not understand.














Licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution Share Alike License 4.0











What's on TV?





You are about to start an entertaining adventure which focuses on the world of television. By working on this project, you will be able to learn English in a funny way with activities and practical communicative situations that you will do and develop together with your classmates, in pairs and in small groups.
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Throughout this project, you will learn about vocabulary related to TV programmes and TV jobs. You will also find out about people's viewing habits. Here, we present you the chance to describe a TV guide and explain about the contents of several TV programmes. It is advisable that you have common sense when you watch TV, that is why we suggest you a section in which you will learn to distinguish programmes which are a great learning resource from those that do not contribute any positive aspects.

The practice of all the contents mentioned above will help you carry out this project's final challenge: the design and production of your own TV magazine. Challenging, isn't it?

Let's get started!
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Don't be a couch potato!




Too much TV?




Nowadays it is possible to watch your favourite programmes, series or films not only on TV, but also on your computer or smartphone. Does this mean that you spend too long in front of a screen? Do you choose what to watch in a critical and selective way? In this section, we want you to reflect on  your own and your classmates' viewing habits.

At the end of this section, you will have...


	Read about unhealthy lifestyles.




	Revised and learnt vocabulary related to free time activities.




	Listened to a conversation.




	Revised and learnt adjectives to describe TV programmes.




	Prepared and asked a questionnaire on people's viewing habits.



Enter the elllo.org site and listen to several people talking about how much TV they watch. With a partner, speak about how long you both spend in front of a TV set. 
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A person who spends too much time watching TV while sitting on a sofa is called a couch potato. Read the tips to avoid being a couch potato on the Writing Wizard web site. With your partner, comment on activities that you both do in your free time and give them a score. Enter the free time activity worksheet and get some ideas. For example, sleeping is zero and running, 10. After checking the score based on the activities that your partner and you have chosen, do you think you are 'couch potatoes'?

A couch potato is the opposite of someone who is energetic and physically healthy. Enter the worksheet entitled A generation of couch potatoes and take a quiz on how active you are..Then, read the text in the worksheet and develop your reading comprehension by anwering to the questions provided.

Discuss with your class-group about your lifestyles. 


	Do you think you have a healthy lifestyle?




	What activities do you usually do to be fit?



At home, ask some members in your family and calculate the total amount of hours that they spend watching TV. Who in your family spends the most time in front of the TV set?

Sign in at Canva and draw two columns with the headings I could.... and My relatives could...Write under each heading activities that you and your relatives could take up to be physically fit.

Share the link to your chart with your classmates on Pinterest . Do not forget to accompany a picture to illustrate your post. Publish the chart on the page entitled 'My digital Resources' in your Weebly site.












A TV questionnaire




TV programming caters for people of all kinds who want to get informed or entertained as well as to learn about interesting things. Listen to a conversation at the esl-lab site. Comment with a partner on the types of programmes that you both identify in the conversation.
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With your classmate, exchange turns to ask and answer which programmes you both prefer and the reason why you like them. On  the TV guia site, you will find popular TV shows and channels that you will probably know about. You can find useful expressions to talk about TV programmes on the englishlife.ef site and on the ESOL courses site. Also, we recommend that you have a look at a list of adjectives to describe TV shows on the Second of ESO English site and at some useful expressions on the Native Speaker Online web site. All this vocabulary will help you prepare and answer the questionnaire, which is the mission you are about to carry out.

In the previous section, you have already taken a quiz which was mainly focused on the time that you spend in front of the TV set.  Now, we want you and three other students in the class to prepare your own questionnaire to find out about your class-group viewing habits and interests.

Please, follow the guidelines to perform the mission successfully.


	Get together in groups of four students.




	Prepare general questions that enable you and the members in your group to know about your classmates' viewing habits. You can get some help at the iteslj.org site.




	Think of different TV programmes and prepare some more specific questions to know what your classmates' opinion is about them. Have a look at the TV Guìa site if necessary. For some questions, give three options (click on 'An example' below to see an example and to go on reading the instructions).



Your work on your questionnaire will be assessed according to the criteria included in the 'Rubric for assessing a questionnaire'. The presentation in front of the class-group will be evaluated according to the 'Rubric for assessing a presentation'.













Feedback

What talent show do you prefer, cooking, singing or dancing?


	Base some of your questions on these topics: favourite programmes (make your classmates choose three TV shows and ask them to describe their characteristics: what happens in the shows, how often each programme is on and, finally, whether they are for entertaining, informing or learning).




	You can revise the form of interrogative sentences at the English Language Guide site and practise them on the K12 reader worksheet.




	After finishing your questionnaire, go around the classroom and ask some of your classmates about their viewing habits and likes. You will also have to answer to other group's questions. Remember that you wll be asked to describe some of your favourite TV shows so prepare your information beforehand.




	Also, include a few questions for you teacher, parents or other adults around you. Ask them if television is better or worse than ten years ago and whether they think it is more violent or interesting than it used to be.




	Get together with the members of your group and comment on the answers that you have got from your classmates and the other people interviewed.




	Organize the information that you have collected.




	Publish your questionnaire on a page that you will entitle 'My Writing guide'  in your Weebly site. You can share the questionnaire with the rest of classmates on Pinterest. To do this, remember to accompany the questionnaire with an image. Read  other groups' questionnaire and suggest any questions that you consider as important so that they can improve it.




	On a fixed day, your group will present in front of the class-group the data about your classmates' viewing habits and likes. Accompany your presentation with an infographic or PPT file.














Learning Diary




As you did in the previous section, reflect on how you have performed this mission in your Learning Diary.
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Create a new post on your blog with the title  'Don't be a couch potato!' and answer the following questions:


	What are the most difficult aspects?




	What tool was the most difficult for you to work with?




	What do you think is the most important aspect you have learned?




	Are there any aspects you didn't understand?



Do not forget it would be great if you shared these feelings and thoughts with your classmates. You will have 10 or 15 minutes to complete this part.











Feedback

Please, we strongly recommend you reflect and think about the evolution of the project:


	What you are really learning during the project.




	What the difficult aspects are.




	Value how we are working as a group and try to solve the problems we have had until now.




	Please, clarify everything you did not understand.
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